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Rationale for the Meeting

The final goal of this initiative is to start the process of the realization of a roadmap for Research Infrastructures for Cultural Heritage (see also the London Conference Declaration on Sustaining Cultural Heritage Research). It is important in this process to consider:

· mapping the community engaged in activities related to Cultural Heritage, that appears to be highly horizontal and multidisciplinary : physics, chemistry, archeology, library, museums;

· identifying their needs: i.e. networking, coordination, integration, physical infrastructures (synchrotron, neutron, lasers, accelerators, other), virtual infrastructures (data banking), movable infrastructures (molab);

· Contacting the decision makers: link with national governments, variable geometry, ESFRI, social impact, environmental impact;

· Public vs. private: intellectual property rights, foundations, role of the private sector;

· The role of the Commission: start-up funds(connection with EIB), operational funding, approach (top-down vs. bottom-up) convergence of several Directorate Generals, development of communication strategy (by which means, to what public);

Next possible steps following this meeting could be for instance:

· convergence in one or more ESFRI’s Steering Groups (Physics or Socio-Economic Sciences or/and Humanities);

· a workshop or a series of workshops where the stakeholders are more widely involved;

· a press conference, either in conjunction with other initiatives (press conference at Oxford spring 2005 for Material Sciences and/or a dedicated press conference on Cultural Heritage at Louvre) or on its own.

