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EUA has 866 members
based in 51 countries
(as of 1 April 2023)



EUA and Open 
Science

• Since 2014, EUA has been actively supporting universities 
in the transition to Open Science, through evidence-based 
policy making and regular consultations with its members.

• EUA takes a holistic approach to Open Science in line with 
the UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science.

• As laid out in the EUA Open Science Agenda 2025, the 
Association has three key priority areas in Open Science:

1. Universal and perpetual Open Access to scholarly 
outputs, in a just scholarly publishing ecosystem.

2. Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable 
(FAIR) research data.

3. Institutional approaches to research assessment.
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https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en
https://eua.eu/resources/publications/1003:the-eua-open-science-agenda-2025.html


Priority area #2 
FAIR research 
data
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By 2025, Europe’s universities will be part of a scholarly 
ecosystem characterised by:
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Highlights from the EUA 
follow-up report on research 
data



Background • Part of a series of three follow-up reports to the main EUA 
2020-2021 Open Science survey report.

• 272 valid responses from institutions in 36 European 
countries.

• Focus on research data practices and not just FAIR data 
management.

• Research data is defined as a set of information, knowledge 
and results generated by, and which at the same time 
support, research projects in different scientific fields.

• 4 recommendations for universities to foster the 
implementation of research data practices at institutional 
level.

6Source: 
https://eua.eu/resources/publications/1016:a-closer-look-at-research-data-practices-in-european
-universities.html 

https://eua.eu/resources/publications/976:from-principles-to-practices-open-science-at-europe%E2%80%99s-universities-2020-2021-eua-open-science-survey-results.html
https://eua.eu/resources/publications/976:from-principles-to-practices-open-science-at-europe%E2%80%99s-universities-2020-2021-eua-open-science-survey-results.html
https://eua.eu/resources/publications/1016:a-closer-look-at-research-data-practices-in-european-universities.html
https://eua.eu/resources/publications/1016:a-closer-look-at-research-data-practices-in-european-universities.html


Recommendation 
#1

Universities should develop measures to 
support the implementation of research data 
practices at institutional level. 

• Support measures should ensure that the university 
community can comply with institutional policy objectives, 
by providing the right infrastructure and skills to practice 
research data management. 

• Due consideration should be given to the recognition of 
research data-related activities in university approaches to 
academic assessment.
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Gap between strategic importance and implementation
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Recommendation 
#2

Universities should continue to invest in 
research data infrastructure and explore 
opportunities to engage with EOSC. 

• Infrastructure is key to the implementation of research data 
practices, and universities should invest in securing the 
presence of infrastructures that address the needs of the 
different disciplines. 

• National and European support will also be needed to 
facilitate university engagement with EOSC.

9



Types of research data infrastructure
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Recommendation 
#3

Universities should create dedicated research 
data support services and hire specific data 
support roles.

• FAIR research data management should not be considered 
an additional research task, but an ad hoc responsibility. 

• Providing dedicated support and staff is essential to 
fostering the implementation of research data practices and 
a research data culture at institutional level.
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Dedicated research data support services
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Dedicated VS non-exclusively research data support services
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Dedicated research data support staff
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Recently hired profiles include:
Data Stewards, Research Data 

Officers/Managers, Data 
Administrators, Open Science 

Coordinators and Open Science 
Policy Officers.



Recommendation 
#4

Universities should look for sustainable funding 
sources to cover the costs related to research 
data management. 

• This should include national support, as national bodies 
increasingly require universities to practice FAIR research 
data management.
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Sources of funding
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